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PROVA: CELEBRITY NEWS



EXAM and ANSWERS
including SMART TIPS

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions in English. USE YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE.
Time allowed: 1 hour and 30 minutes. Total score: 10 points.


CELEBRITY NEWS

In her quest to meet the rich and famous, Emma has bribed security guards, donned disguises, and   even climbed through windows! But she does not think of herself as a criminal. “I’m just doing my job. I only get paid for good stories, so I have to take extreme measures if I want to earn a decent  income!”

Emma Worth writes for a famous gossip magazine. She is one of a growing number of journalists who are deploying their skills to hunt and capture the so‐called ‘glitterati’ unawares, each one hoping to 
score an exclusive, and preferably shocking, scoop.

Gossip‐mongering is nothing new. Indeed, sensationalist stories about the royal family (the A‐list of their time) were published only a century after the invention of the printing press – in 1453! However, in recent years, our celebrity obsession seems to have escalated. Last year, Heat and Closer, the two best‐selling UK gossip magazines, sold over a million copies every week, and new celebrity websites and TV programmes pop up every year. Even the traditionally more ‘serious’ press are turning to celebrities to boost sales. For example, the broadsheet newspaper The Telegraph now has a regular gossip column called ‘The Spy’.

But many people are critical of celebrity gossip hunters like Emma. Some stars complain that they are being denied their fundamental rights to privacy and respect, and even that their lives have been ruined by press intrusion. What’s more, the gossip trade is often very cruel and hurtful. It seems that there is a big reader demand for articles that dig the dirt on the stars that cheat, or the ‘babes’ with eating disorders. Some non‐celebs are unhappy too. According to one highly‐regarded news reporter, “Our hunger for gossip means that there is less media coverage of vitally important issues, such as politics and the environment. I didn’t join the profession to write kiss‐and‐tell stories. We need to stop   taking this fluff so seriously!”


Vocabulary: to gossip (v) = to talk about other people, especially their personal news.


1. Say whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. Explain WHY using your own words OR finding evidence in the text. NO marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE. (1 point)
a) Emma worries about breaking the law.
FALSE. Emma does not believe that she is a criminal because she is only doing her job. OR “... she does not think of herself as a criminal.”


SMART TIP: topic vocabulary
The words in a question may not be exactly the same as the words in the text, even though they mean similar things. Here, the expression break the law and the noun criminal both belong to the topic set ‘crime’. Revising key topic sets will help you prepare more effectively for your exam.


b) Closer is one of the most popular gossip magazines in Britain.
TRUE .The text tells us the Heat and Closer are the two most popular gossip magazines in the UK. OR “Last year, Heat and Closer, the two best‐selling UK gossip magazines, sold over a million copies every week.”

1. In your own words and based on the ideas from the text, answer the following question. (1 point)
Why does Emma wear disguises and break into buildings?
Suggested answer: Emma behaves in this way because she wants to find and interview celebrities  so she can write about them for a gossip magazine.


SMART TIP: reading across paragraphs
Remember that the correct information to answer a question may appear in more than one paragraph. For example, paragraph 1 mentions that Emma wants to meet celebrities, but we only find out that she is a gossip writer until paragraph 2. Always read the whole text to make sure that your answers are as complete as possible.

2. Find in the text words or phrases which mean the same as the following (1 point):
a) salary, wages	income (paragraph 1)
b) follow, pursue	hunt (paragraph 2) 

SMART TIP: word use
Knowing how a part of speech is used can help you find the correct word in the text. Here, “follow” is a very common verb, so you know that you need to find a verb form in the text. You know that this verb form is commonly used after the pronouns “I”, “we”, “they”, or the word “to”, so try searching for these combinations in the text. The correct answer, “hunt”, appears immediately after the word “to” in paragraph 2.


c) spoiled, damaged	ruined (paragraph 4) 
d) trivia, unimportant things fluff (paragraph 4)


4. Follow the instructions for each question and answer them (2 points)

4.1	Fill the blanks in the following sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets. (0.5)
		A:	... Have you ... read (read) this article yet?
		B:	No. What's it about?
		A:	It's about how 10 celebrities ... lived (live) before they became famous.
		B:	Interesting! I'll read it later.

	4.2	Complete the following sentences with an appropriate word (Use only ONE word in each blank). (0.5)
	a)	Would you prefer ... to see a film or go to a concert on Saturday?
	b)	The journalist waited for hours in ... order to get a photograph of the star.

	4.3		Join the following two sentences with a relative pronoun. (0.5)
		That is the woman's daughter. Her daughter is a celebrity.
		That is the woman ... whose daughter is a celebrity.

	4.4. 	Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech. (0.5)
		'No, you can't have my autograph!' said the singer.
		The singer refused ...  to give me/us his/her autograph.
SMART TIP: relative clauses
Revise relative pronouns before your exam (who/that for people, which/that for things, when for time, where for place, and whose to express possession).
Look carefully at the sentences you have to join and decide whether you need to use a defining or non‐defining clause. The sentence above is a defining clause because it contains essential information about the main noun (woman).
Remember that you do not need to use commas for a defining relative clause.


5. Look at the underlined parts of the words below. Three of the words in each line (A, B, C, D) contain the same sound. Circle the word which contains a different sound. (1 point)

	a) sell
	b) gossip
	c) special
	d) centre

	a) cast
	b) manager
	c) last
	d) star

	a) escalated
	b) baker’s
	c) discount
	d) scene

	a) director
	b) number
	c) manager
	d) window




6. Write a composition of 120–150 words on the following topic: (4 points)

What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a celebrity?

Many different answers are possible. Here is a suggested model.

Many people want to be famous, but there are both advantages and disadvantages to fame.
On the one hand, celebrities are often followed wherever they go by reporters and photographers, which must be quite stressful. They probably worry a lot about what the press will say about them, and might have to read very unflattering articles about themselves.
On the other hand, famous people get to wear great clothes, meet other stars, and go to exclusive parties. The celebrity press helps to give them publicity, which in turn increases their fame. As a consequence, they can become quite wealthy, and could probably choose to retire if they really wanted to.
In my opinion, the advantages of being a celebrity outweigh the disadvantages. However, I agree that it is not always easy to be famous.




SMART TIP: using paragraphs
You will receive points for the way you organize your writing, as well as for the accuracy of your work. Each time you talk about a new subject, use a new paragraph. When you are asked to give advantages and disadvantages, or give reasons for or against a topic, use four paragraphs:
1. introduction;
1) negative OR positive reasons (not both);
2) positive OR negative reasons (the opposite to paragraph 2);
3) conclusion and your opinion
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