
 
 

 

 

EXAM 

 
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions in English. 
USE YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. 
Time allowed: 1 hour and 30 minutes. Total score: 10 points. 

 
AN EXAMPLE TO 

FOLLOW 

The European Union wants to reduce carbon emissions by 80 per cent. However, a recent 

survey  found that only 12 per cent of young British people think they can help to slow climate 

change by changing their lifestyles. It has been suggested that teenagers feel that individual 

actions make little difference. If they had met a 67‐year‐old woman from London before 

completing the survey, their answers might have been different. 

Joan Pick recently appeared in the British newspapers because of her unusual lifestyle. Joan’s 

flat doesn’t have any heating or hot water. She hasn’t eaten a cooked meal for years and just 

eats raw food and nuts. The only electrical appliances that she uses are a kettle, a light bulb 

and a radio. Thanks to her radical lifestyle, Joan has reduced her carbon footprint to almost 

zero. 

But what made Joan Pick choose to live like this? The answer can be found in her job. She was 

working on a project about energy efficiency, which led her to conclude that mass 

consumption was wrong. As  a result, she stopped using her car and gave up on all motorized 

transport. Since then, she has walked everywhere. 

To most people, the way that Joan Pick lives isn’t a very attractive proposition. Nevertheless, 

according to Joan Pick, we should all live in a more sustainable way so that the world’s 

resources don’t run out. After all, what’s the point of worrying about climate change if we are 

always recharging mobile phones and spending hours on a computer? 

 
Vocabulary: carbon footprint (n) = a measurement of all the greenhouse gases a person 
produces. 

 

1. Say whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. Explain WHY using your own words 
OR finding evidence in the text. NO marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE. (1 point) 

 
a). Joan Pick uses electricity for cooking and heating. 

b) The conclusion suggests that a person who is really worried about climate change 

wouldn’t use electronic devices. 

 

PROVA: AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW 



 
 

 
2. In your own words and based on the ideas from the text, answer the following question. 

NO marks are given for responses copied directly from the text. (1 point) 
 

What do most British teenagers think it will be difficult to do? 

 

3. Find in the text words or phrases which mean the same as the following. In the case of 
verbs, ONLY infinitive forms will be accepted.  (1 point): 

 
a) A study of people’s opinions and behaviour.   

b) Food that is not cooked. 

c) A piece of equipment that is used for a particular purpose in a house. 

d) To finish or use up your supply of something. 

 
4. Follow the instructions for each question and answer them (2 points): 
 

4.1. Fill the blanks in the following sentences with the correct form of the verb in 

brackets. (0.5) 

 

 A: Our school ______ (try) to reduce the amount of electricity it uses up this month. 

 B: In what way? 

A: Well, we're not switching on lights unless it's absolutely necessary and we're not 
using computers. 

B: We ______ (do) something similar at our school last year. I hadn't realised just how 
much we rely on electricity. 

 
4.2. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate word (Use only ONE word in 

each blank). (0.5) 

 

 a) Joan Pick doesn't use as much energy ______ she used to. 

 b) We're not old ______ to vote in the elections. 

 

4.3. Turn the following sentence into the passive voice. (0.5) 

 

 We saved lots of energy during the environmental project. 

 Lots ___________________________________________ 

 

4.4. Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech. (0.5) 

 

 The journalist asked, ‘Why did she choose to change her lifestyle?’ 

The journalist ___________________________________________ 

 



 
 

5. Look at the underlined part of the words below. Three of the words in each line (A, B, 
C, D) contain the same sound. Circle the word which contains a different sound. (1 
point) 

 
A) suggest B) just  C) energy D) wrong 

A) choose B) cooked C) reduce D) food 

A) little B) like C) decide D) climate 

A) appear B) eat C) heat  D) teenager 

 
 

6. Write a composition of 120–150 words on the following topic (4 points): 

 
What can governments do to encourage people to look after the environment? 

 

 

 

 

 


