
 
  

 
 

EXAM and ANSWERS 
including SMART TIPS 

 
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions in English.  
USE YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. 
Time allowed: 1 hour and 30 minutes. Total score: 10 points. 

 
THE HOT ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

In the past ten years, warmer‐than‐average temperatures have been recorded around the globe, and 
scientists warn that temperatures may soar by 1.8–4° C before the close of the century. Fluctuating 
temperatures are nothing new, of course: a thousand years ago, Britain was mild enough for Roman 
soldiers to plant vines, while in the medieval period the country experienced a mini ice‐age! However, 
it is believed that this recent climate change has been caused by human activity, and especially by the 
emission of greenhouse gases. 

 
The effects of climate change are being felt worldwide. In countries close to the equator, the hot 
weather is making deserts expand, and putting natural resources under tremendous pressure. In Spain, 
it is thought that nearly a third of the country may become desert, and six percent of Spanish soil has 
already become dry and arid. In some of the world’s poorest countries in Africa, desertification has 
cost lives and, with insufficient water, many more may be lost to drought and famine. 

 
Climate change is affecting the coldest extremities of the earth, too, melting the ice in the Arctic and 
Antarctic. This is sadly having a deleterious impact on local animal populations, such as polar bears, 
and it is not yet known what the wider repercussions might be. Alarmingly, some scientists have 
predicted that the additional ice water may cause the warmer oceanic currents to cool. Without the 
heat provided by these currents, the average temperatures in northern Europe and America could drop 
by 5–10 °C, which would make some areas unsuitable for crops and livestock and virtually 
uninhabitable. 
Paradoxically, it seems, global warming may actually be experienced as a big freeze in some parts of 
the world. 

 
One thing is certain. If politicians do not act now, the climate will continue to heat up, possibly 
irreversibly. We must take better care of our planet – before the problem gets too hot to handle. 

 
 

Vocabulary: desertification (n) = the change of fertile land to desert.

 
PROVA: CLIMATE CHANGE 



 

 

 
1. Say whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. Explain WHY using your own 

words OR finding evidence in the text. NO marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE. (1 
point) 

a) People have died as a consequence of desert expansion. 
TRUE. Suggested answer: The writer tells us that people have already died in Africa as a 
result of desertification. OR “In some of the world’s poorest countries in Africa, 
desertification has cost lives.” 

 
 

 
 

b) Polar bear numbers are increasing. 
FALSE. Suggested answer: According to the text, polar bears are being badly affected by the 
melting of the polar ice caps. OR “This is sadly having a deleterious impact on local animal 
populations, such as polar bears.” 

 
 

 
 

2. In your own words and based on the ideas from the text, answer the following question. (1 
point) 

 

How and why is the climate changing at the moment? 
Suggested answer: Temperatures are getting hotter around the world as a result of people’s 
actions, especially pollution. 
 

 

 
 
3. Find in the text words or phrases which mean the same as the following (1 point): 

 
a) End 

close (paragraph 1)
 
 

 

 
 

 

SMART TIP: giving evidence 
Remember to support your answers with evidence. It might seem obvious that the sentence in question 1a is 
true, but you have to prove it is correct by giving evidence from the text. 

You will not get any points if you only write “true” or “false”. 

SMART TIP: negative and positive information 
Read the sentence and the text carefully for negative and positive information. Here, the sentence in question b 
contains positive information (“increasing”), but the text contains negative information “sadly having a deleterious 
impact”). This gives you a clue that the statement is false. 

SMART TIP: giving full answers 
Remember to include all the correct information in your answer. Students sometimes do not get the full point because 
their answers are incomplete. The answer “It’s getting hotter” would not be given the full point because it is not a full 
answer. 

SMART TIP: words with several meanings 
Some words have several meanings so you must always check the meaning in context. For example, 
“close” is more commonly used as a verb: only by checking the context will you discover that here it 
is used as a noun (with the definite article, “the”). 



 

 

 
 

b) harmful, negative 
deleterious (paragraph 3) 

 

 
 

 

c) plants grown for food 
crops (paragraph 3) 
 

d) too difficult to deal with 
too hot to handle (paragraph 4) 
 

4. Follow the instructions for each question and answer them (2 points): 
 

4.1. Fill the blanks in the following sentences with the correct form of the verb in 
brackets. (0.5) 

 A: I  ...  watched (watch) a fascinating documentary on global warming last night. 
 B: Did you learn anything? 

A: I did actually! Did you know the temperature of the earth ... has increased (increase) 
greatly in recent years? 

 B: I know! We ought to do more to protect our environment! 
 

4.2. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate word (Use only ONE word in 
each blank). (0.5) 

 a) Let's all make ... more of an effort to help the environment. 
 b) You should ... have recycled those bottles. 
 

4.3. Turn the following sentence into the passive voice. (0.5) 
 Greenhouse gases are heating up the earth. 
 The earth ... is being heated up by greenhouse gases. 
 

4.4. Rewrite the following sentence using a mixed conditional form. Do not change the 

meaning of the original sentence. (0.5) 
 We didn't reduce our consumption of natural resources, so they are running out. 
 If ...we had reduced our consumption of natural gases, they wouldn't be running out. 
 
 

5. Look at the underlined parts of the words below. Three of the words in each line (A, B, C, D) 
contain the same sound. Circle the word which contains a different sound. (1 point) 

 

a) sadly b) balcony c) maths d) cottage 

a) block b) drop c) modern d) homework 

a) fame b) share c) wear d) care 

a) human b) student c) study d) fumes 

SMART TIP: parts of speech 
When you have to find a synonym, first try to identify what part of speech you need to find. Look carefully at the 
formation of the word. In question b), the synonyms given end in ‐ful and ‐ive, which are common adjective suffixes. 
The correct answer, deleterious, also ends in a common adjective suffix, ‐ous. 



 

 

 

6. Write a composition of 120–150 words on the following topic: (4 points) 
 
What can we do to help the environment? Suggest some ideas. 

 
Many different answers are possible. Here is a suggested model. 

 

In my opinion, there are many things that we can do to help the environment. 
 
Firstly, we can make changes to our personal lives. We can recycle paper, glass and plastics 
and we can also try to use less energy at home, for example by wearing warmer clothes instead 
of switching on the heating. Rather than driving, we could walk, cycle or use public transport, 
and thereby reduce carbon emissions. 
 
Secondly, we should try to persuade the government and businesses to do more too. For 
example, we could sign petitions against companies who rely on gas or oil to fuel their 
factories. We could also donate money to environmental charities. 
 
In conclusion, I think there is a lot we can do to reduce the impact of climate change, and 
everyone can help. 
 

 

 
 

 

SMART TIP: thinking about tenses 
Before you write, think carefully about the grammar and tenses you need to use in your composition. In this 
composition you will mainly need to use present tenses, especially the present simple, as you are talking about 
present actions and views. 

You will also need to use modal verbs to make suggestions and talk about possibilities. Try to use a variety of verbs 
and verb forms to make your composition more interesting. 

Always read your composition after you have finished and check that your grammar, spelling, punctuation 
and word order are correct. 


