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EXAM

THE HOT ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE
In the past ten years, warmer‐than‐average temperatures have been recorded around the globe, and scientists warn that temperatures may soar by 1.8 – 4° C before the close of the century. It is believed that this recent climate change has been caused by human activity, and especially by the emission of greenhouse gases.
So why should we be worried? In northern European countries, having warmer summers even seems quite appealing! However, nearer the equator, the hot weather is making deserts expand, and putting natural resources under tremendous pressure. In Spain, it is thought that nearly a third of the country may become dry, arid land, and six percent of Spanish soil has already been lost to desert. In poor countries, desertification can be disastrous. With increasing shortages of water and farming land, the pre‐existing problems of drought, famine and disease are rapidly worsening. In parts of Africa, global warming is already costing lives.
Climate change is affecting the coldest parts of the world, too, melting the ice in the Arctic and Antarctic. This is already having a negative impact on local animal populations, such as polar bears,
 and it is not yet known what the wider repercussions might be. One alarming theory suggests that  rising  sea levels may lead to more tidal waves and tsunamis, and could result in severe flooding in many countries. The icy temperature of the water could also wreak havoc: other scientists have predicted that it could cool the warm ocean currents, and paradoxically cause the UK and the USA to experience global warming as a deep freeze.
One thing is certain. If we do not act now, the earth will continue to heat up, perhaps irreversibly. We must take better care of our planet – before it’s too late.

1) Write a composition on one of the following topics: (4 points)
a) What do you think we should do to help the environment? Give your opinion in no less than 80 words.
b) Write a story of at least 80 words beginning with the words: “Before she met Matt, Kate never used to worry about the environment.” Please notice that these 12 words do not count in the 80 you have to write.

2) Find in the text ... (1 point. 0.5 points for each correct answer)
a) A synonym for ‘consequences’.
b) A synonym for ‘worrying’.
3) Answer the following two questions: (2 points)
a) According to the text, why is global warming a particular problem in Africa? Explain your answer.
b) Why does the writer think we should be worried about what’s happening at the north and south poles? Explain your answer.
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4) Imagine one of your friends uses a car to drive two kilometres to work every day. Advise him/her to stop doing so and give him/her a good reason for it. (1 point)
5) Rewrite the following sentence in indirect style (reported speech). (1 point)
a) “Are you going to attend the conference on climate change tomorrow?” he asked me.
Rewrite the following sentence in the active voice. (1 point)
b) This recent change has been caused by human activity.
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