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al
u
m
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todas
 
las
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q
ue
 
se
 
for
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),
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L
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l
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.
Puntuación
 
m
á
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m
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:
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p
un
tos
.
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m
á
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de
 
ca
d
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:
 
1ª
 
=
 
4
 
pu
n
tos
;
 
2
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=
 
2
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;
 
3ª
 
=
 
2
 
pun
t
os
;
 
4ª
 
=
 
2
 
pun
t
os
.
)






EXAM and ANSWERS – including SMART TIPS
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4a 
a
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4
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).
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THE HOT ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

In the past ten years, warmer‐than‐average temperatures have been recorded around the globe, and scientists warn that temperatures may soar by 1.8 – 4° C before the close of the century. It is believed that this recent climate change has been caused by human activity, and especially by the emission of greenhouse gases.

So why should we be worried? In northern European countries, having warmer summers even seems quite appealing! However, nearer the equator, the hot weather is making deserts expand, and putting natural resources under tremendous pressure. In Spain, it is thought that nearly a third of the country may become dry, arid land, and six percent of Spanish soil has already been lost to desert. In poor countries, desertification can be disastrous. With increasing shortages of water and farming land, the pre‐existing problems of drought, famine and disease are rapidly worsening. In parts of Africa, global warming is already costing lives.

Climate change is affecting the coldest parts of the world, too, melting the ice in the Arctic and Antarctic. This is already having a negative impact on local animal populations, such as polar bears, and it is not yet known what the wider repercussions might be. One alarming theory suggests that  rising   sea levels may lead to more tidal waves and tsunamis, and could result in severe flooding in many countries. The icy temperature of the water could also wreak havoc: other scientists have predicted that it could cool the warm ocean currents, and paradoxically cause the UK and the USA to experience global warming as a deep freeze.
One thing is certain. If we do not act now, the earth will continue to heat up, perhaps irreversibly. We must take better care of our planet – before it’s too late.











1) Write a composition on one of the following topics: (4 points)
a) What do you think we should do to help the environment? Give your opinion in no less than 80 words.
Many different answers are possible. Here is one suggested model.

A) What do you think we should do to help the environment?
There are many things that we can do to help the environment, and everyone can make a difference.
Firstly, I think that we need to recycle more rubbish. In my view, recycling paper, glass and plastic should be compulsory. Secondly, I think that we ought to walk, cycle, or use public transport, instead of travelling everywhere by car. Finally, in order to reduce carbon emissions, I believe that each person should only be allowed to make one plane journey a year.
In conclusion, I think that we must do much more if we want to stop climate change, and we need to begin today.
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)
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)

b) Write a story of at least 80 words beginning with the words: “Before she met Matt, Kate never used to worry about the environment.” Please notice that these 12 words do not count in the 80 you have to write.
Many different answers are possible. Here is one suggested model.
B)  A ‘green’ love story
Before she met Matt, Kate never used to worry about the environment. She loved having all the latest gadgets, and she hated walking.
Then a new boy joined her class. Matt was different from the other students. He wanted to talk about animals and nature instead of football and music. Kate thought she’d never met anyone so unusual. When he asked her out, she agreed immediately.
While they were dating, Kate learned a lot about conservation and helping the planet. She also discovered that walking could be fun! The relationship didn’t last, but Kate’s new hobbies did. Now she is a member of a local student environmental group, and spends more time campaigning than shopping!
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1
)
2) Find in the text ... (1 point. 0.5 points for each correct answer)
a) A synonym for ‘consequences’.
repercussions (line 14)

b) A synonym for ‘worrying’.
		alarming (line 14)

3) Answer the following two questions: (2 points)
a) According to the text, why is global warming a particular problem in Africa? Explain your answer.
Suggested answer: As a result of climate change, life in Africa is becoming even more difficult. There is less water and land for farming, and some people are dying.
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b) Why does the writer think we should be worried about what’s happening at the north and south poles? Explain your answer.
Suggested answer: The writer thinks that we should be worried about what’s happening at the north and south poles because melting ice water is affecting local wildlife, and may also cause big problems for many countries, including flooding and very cold temperatures.
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4) Imagine one of your friends uses a car to drive two kilometres to work every day. Advise him/her to stop doing so and give him/her a good reason for it. (1 point)
Suggested answer: I don’t think that you should use your car to drive to work because carbon emissions from cars are very bad for the environment. You could walk instead.
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5) Rewrite the following sentence in indirect style (reported speech). (1 point)
a) “Are you going to attend the conference on climate change tomorrow?” he asked me.
He asked (me) if/whether I was going to attend the conference on climate change the next day.
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Rewrite the following sentence in the active voice. (1 point)
b) This recent change has been caused by human activity.
Human activity has caused this recent change.

	SMART TIP: passive / active transformations
When you are turning a passive / active sentence into an active / passive sentence, you need to think about word order as well as grammar. The subject goes at the start of an active sentence.
This recent change has been caused by human activity.

	
	Human activity
	has caused this recent change.
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