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EXAM

THE HOT ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE
In the past ten years, warmer‐than‐average temperatures have been recorded around the globe, and scientists warn that temperatures may soar by 1.8–4°C before the close of the century. It is believed that this recent climate change has been caused by human activity, and especially by the emission of greenhouse gases.
So why should we be worried? In northern European countries, having milder summers even seems quite appealing! However, nearer the equator, the hot weather is creating barren wastelands, and putting natural resources under tremendous pressure. In Spain, it is thought that nearly a third of the country may become dry, arid land, and six per cent of Spanish soil has already been lost to desert. In some of Africa’s poorest countries, desertification is reducing the amount of fertile land and water, and exacerbating the problems of drought, famine and disease. In Africa, climate change is already costing lives.
Climate change is affecting the coldest parts of the world, too, melting the ice in the Arctic and Antarctic. This is currently having a negative impact on local animal populations, such as polar bears, and it is not yet known what the wider repercussions might be. Alarmingly, some scientists have speculated that rising sea levels may lead to more tidal waves and tsunamis, and could make low‐lying coastal areas vulnerable to severe flooding. The icy temperature of the water could also wreak havoc: another gloomy prediction suggests that it could cool the warm ocean currents, and paradoxically cause the UK and the USA to experience global warming as a deep freeze.
One thing is certain. If we do not act now, the earth will continue to heat up, perhaps irreversibly. We must take better care of our planet – before the problem gets too hot to handle.


I. Read the text. Answer the following questions using your own words, but taking into account the information in the text. (2 points: 1 point each)

a. Why are the expanding deserts a problem in Africa?
b. What effects might rising sea levels have?
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II. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? Identify the part of the text that supports your answer by copying the exact passage on the answer sheet. (1.5 points: 0.5 each)

a. People in northern countries are especially worried about global warming.
b. Polar bear numbers are increasing.
c. We cannot afford to wait before we deal with the issue of climate change.

III.	Find a synonym for each of the four words below from these six options: (1 point: 0.25 each)
soar	close	appealing	tremendous	gloomy	handle

a. rise, increase

b. depressing

c. end

d. huge

IV.	Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. (1.5 points: 0.5 each)

1.	Climate change is a particular issue today because ...
a.	we are now emitting more greenhouse gases.
b.	temperatures have increased by 1.8–4°C in the past decade.
c.	the planet is continuing to get hotter.

2.	As a result of the hot weather, Spain ...
a.	has had some land become dry and infertile.
b.	is experiencing as much of a problem with desertification as Africa.
c.	has already lost almost a third of its soil to desert.

3.	The melted ice in the seas and oceans may cause ...
a.	most European countries to freeze.
b.	warm ocean currents to freeze over.
c.	extremely cold temperatures in America.



V. 	Write approximately 130 to 150 words on the following topic. (4 points)
	How will global warming affect our lives in the future?
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